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Nature Publishing Group 

Division of Macmilllan Publishers Ltd. 

60 journals from the flagship Nature to research journals such as 
Nature Neuroscience and Nature Genetics. 

Created education division in 2007 
 



Mission 

1. Publish 21st century science textbooks for mature markets 
 
2. Strengthen developing world capacity in science education 

 
 



Science Publishing for the Developing World: Open 
Education 

 
Content + tools + community 
 
Supporting formal education systems 
 
Collaboration with UNESCO and other international organizations 



Scitable: A Collaborative Learning Space for Science 

Content library with 2000+ standalone instructional 
pieces in the life sciences. 
 
Community of faculty, students, tutors, scientists, 
and parents. 
 
Classroom tools including reading lists, 
discussions, assessments. 
 
Launched in Dec 2008, currently 500,000 users per 
month, supported by corporate sponsorship 
 
 
 



Interactive Textbooks . . . Science Education for 
Mature Markets 

Current challenges of textbook 
 
•  Poor sell-thru through apathy 
•  Complicated user experience 
•  Cost and difficulty of keeping up  
   with digital innovation 
•  Lost opportunities for measurable,  
  effective instruction 
 
Textbooks moving forward 
 
•  Born digital 
•  User-friendly 
•  Skills-oriented 
•  Affordable 
 
 
 
 



Born Digital 
 
Designed creatively for the special characteristics of digital media 

 
 
  

 Easy to customize 
       Multimedia 
           Interactive 
              Intertextual 
                   Social 
                       Brief 
                          Adaptive 
                               Flexible 

 



User Friendly 
Seamless workflow 
 
Anytime / anywhere 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Skills-Oriented 
Connected with primary literature and data sets 
 
Active learning 
 
Case-based 



Affordable 
Price that incentivizes sell-thru and disincentivizes piracy 
 
Value-based pricing 
 
Lifetime access 



Principles of Science 
Interactive textbooks in the life and physical sciences  
 
First textbook Principles of Biology, $49 
 
100+ adoptions in Y1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















Case Study: Mobility 
Apps are exciting . . . But a challenge for long-term supportability 
 
Browser-based access is a wiser strategy 
 
Solve crucial technical and content management challenges: 
•  Automatic transcoding of media / resizing of images 
•  Multiple HTML versions for different form factors 
•  Synch information across multiple formats 
•  Maximize aggregate SEO value 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Case Study: DRM 
Don’t penalize “virtuous” students because of rule-breakers 
 
Build essential value into full online access 
 
Make it difficult to easily pirate whole books 



Distribution 
Familiar to customers 
•  Bookstores 
•  E-commerce 
•  But not Amazon or Apple 

New to customers 
•  Site licenses 



Questions? 


