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Business Drivers 

•  Lead transformation to digital 

•  Enable global business strategies 

•  Support innovation in new business and 
product models 

•  Support efficacy analysis and reporting 

•  Drive efficiency and lower costs 



Guiding Principles 

•  Leverage industry standards 

•  Adopt Open Source wherever possible 

•  Enable media-independent publishing 

•  Enable a “build-it-once” approach for 
systems and tools 

•  Ensure high discoverability of educationally 
relevant, instructionally effective content 
within Pearson systems and in external 
environments 



Asset Metadata 

Pearson Learning Metadata Standard (PLMS) is an internal 
asset level standard closely aligned with the Learning 
Resources Metadata Initiative (LRMI).  
http://www.lrmi.net/ 
 
•  Facilitates search and reuse of educational content 

across Pearson 

•  Adopts LRMI elements 100% while optimizing for 
Pearson’s new digital product models  

•  Enables content to align with the Common Core state 
standards (OER Commons) 

•  Optimizes content discoverability in educational search 
results for Google, Yahoo! and Bing 



Required PLMS Element Possible Values

contentType Learning Object

contributor Other Role > Creator-Pearson Mastering Biology

date 2013-01-11

format
Electronic > Digital, delivered electronically > Online 
Resource

identifier GUID-01.1001/1afd2e207af2405b9fd2b1631e6249f0

language en-US

publisher Pearson Education

rights http://www.pearsoned.com/legal-notice/

subject
Biology > Cells > Types of Cells-|DNA|ribosome|cell 
membrane|plant cells|animal cells|prokaryote

title Cells Interactivity:  Cell Structures



Digital Output Ready Content Markup  

In 2012 Pearson developed a XHTML5/EPUB 3 schema as the 
standard for semantically tagging educationally relevant narrative 
text (and structures) in a single content stream for delivery to 
multiple products, formats, platforms and devices. 
 



Narrative Text Standard 

Copyright © 2013 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 

Profile Examples 

•  Target Audience (e.g., student, teacher) 
•  Product Type (i.e., eCourse, textbook) 
•  Form Factor (e.g., mobile, tablet, PC, print) 
•  Standard (e.g., Common Core & NCLEX) 

Single Master Content Stream 

•  Eliminates content redundancy 
•  Supports accessibility 
•  Supports both print & digital 
•  Integrated Workflow ready 



Assessment 

Phase 1 Recommendations 

•  Adopt QTI v2.1 to enable assessment 
data to be interoperable between Pearson 
& 3rd party systems 

 
 
Phase 2 Agenda 

•  Develop a QTI profile for custom 
assessment items (standard markup to 
tag test items consistently) 

•  Define metadata and controlled 
vocabularies 

•  Define content packages (tests/sections) 

•  APIP 
	  
 



Accessibility 

Pearson NA has defined 42 Accessibility guidelines in 
alignment with industry and government standards. 

•  Meet current US Government Section 508 Standards 

•  § 1194.21 Software applications  

•  § 1194.22 Web-based applications 

•  § 1194.41 Information, documentation and support 

•  Aligned with the W3C International Web Content Accessibility 
Guidelines 

•  Version 2.0 (WCAG 2.0) at Level AA 

•  Commitment covers content as well as technology 

•  Alt Text, Long Descriptions, etc. 





Implementation 

Impacts 
•  People/Process/Tools 

•  New roles and procedures (happening now) 
•  Roadmaps to bring systems and tools into compliance 

(ongoing through 2013-14) 

•  Content: Go forward today versus remediation of legacy 

Implementation Challenges 
•  Managing resistance to change 
•  Providing support for creation and maintenance of, and 

compliance with, standards 
•  Addressing questions around global application of standards 

•  Keeping up with rapidly evolving standards, markets and 
product models 



Next Steps/Looking Forward 

Educational Publishing Industry 
Standards 

•  Pearson is working with IDPF to 
co-organize and host a workshop 
on educational publishing via 
EPUB 3. 

•  Pearson is preparing a proposal to 
submit an EPUB3 output format 
(EduPUB3) for educational 
content as an open standard to 
IDPF. 

 
 
 


