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Thinking about these issues reminded me
of a passage from Salman Rushdie’s 1990
book, Haroun and the Sea of Stories. In
the book, Haroun sets off to find stories
for his father, who has lost his ability to
tell tales. Along the way, Haroun comes

across Iff, the Water Genie, who at first

does not treat Haroun kindly. But at a low

point, the Water Genie relents and starts
to tell Haroun:

about the Ocean of the Streams
of Story, and cven though he was
full of a sense of hopelessness
and failure, the magic of the
Ocean began to have an effect on

Haroun, He looked into the water

For every book,
easily templated ebook & PDF output:

kindle
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Making Books Out of Words (Erin
McKean)

Erin McKean is the founder of Weordnik.com,
Previously, she was the editor in chief for
American Dictionaries at Oxford University
Press, and the editor of the New Oxford
American Dictionary, 2E. You can find her on
Twitter at: @emckean.

Traditionally, the writer's reference toolkit has
consisted of a dictionary and a thesaurus

(sometimes augmented with books of quotations
or allusions). These are books that are used to
make other books, allowing writers (in principle) to
check the strength and suitability of their words
before committing them to sentences and
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print (pdf)

%2 part one. The Setup: Approaches to the Digital ...

+ Content without well-defined form (Formless Content, Fig. 1 7.1)
+ Content with well-defined form (Definite Content, Fig. 2 7.2)

Formless Content can be divorced from layout, reflowed into different
formats, and not lose any intrinsic meaning. Most novels and works of
nonfiction are Formless.

When Danielle Steele sits at her computer, she doesn't think much
about how the text will look when printed. She thinks about the story as
a waterfall of text, as something that can be poured into any container.
(Actually, she probably just thinks awlward and sexy things, but awkward
and sexy things without regard for final form.)

Content with form—Definite Content—is almost totally the opposite
of Formless Content. Most texts composed with images, charts, graphs, or
poetry fall under this umbrella. It may be reflowahle, but depending on how
it is reflowed, inherent meaning and quality of the text may shift.

Figure 7.1. Formless Content—Retains meaning in any container

Designing Books in the Digital Age 83

T #

Figure 7.2. Defintte Content—Shifts with the container

You can be sure that author Mark Z. Danielewski is well aware
of the final form of his next novel His content is so Definite it is
actually impossible to digitize and retain all of the original meaning. Only
Revolutions, a book loathed by many, forces readers to flip between the
stories of two characters. The start of each story is printed at opposite ends
of the book.

Working in concert with the author, a designer may imbue Formless
Content with additional meaning in layout. The final combination of design
and text becomes Definite Content.

Edward Tufte provides an extreme and ubiquitous contemporary ex-
ample of Definite Content. Love him or hate him, you have to admit that
Tufte is a rare combination of author and designer, completely obsessed
with final form, meaning, and perfection in layout (see Fig. 3 7.3).

In the context of the book as an object, the key difference between
Formless and Definite Content is the interaction between the content and
the page. Formless Content doesn’t see the page or its boundaries; Definite
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Chapter with Subtitle + Author
This is a subtitle for this chapter

John Smith

In a village of La Mancha, the name of which I have no desire to call to
mind, there lived not long since one of those gentlemen that keep a lance
in the lance-rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound for cours-
ing. An olla of rather more beef than mutton, a salad on most nights, scraps
on Saturdays, lentils on Fridays, and a pigeon or so extra on Sundays, made
away with three-quarters of his income. The rest of it went in a doublet
of fine cloth and velvet breeches and shoes to match for holidays, while
on week-days he made a brave figure in his best homespun. He had in his
house a housekeeper past forty, a niece under twenty, and a lad for the field
and market-place, who used to saddle the hack as well as handle the bill-
hook. The age of this gentleman of ours was bordering on fifty; he was of
a hardy habit, spare, gaunt-featured, a very early riser and a great sports-
man. They will have it his surname was Quixada or Quesada (for here there
is some difference of opinion among the authors who write on the sub-
ject), although from reasonable conjectures it seems plain that he was called
Quexana. This, however, is of but little importance to our tale; it will be
enough not to stray a hair’s breadth from the truth in the telling of it.

You must know, then, that the above-named gentleman whenever he
was at leisure (which was mostly all the year round) gave himself up to
reading books of chivalry with such ardour and avidity that he almost en-
tirely neglected the pursuit of his field-sports, and even the management
of his property; and to such a pitch did his eagerness and infatuation go
that he sold many an acre of tillageland to buy books of chivalry to read,
and brought home as many of them as he could get. But of all there were
none he liked so well as those of the famous Feliciano de Silva's composi-



SAMPLE BOOX | 45

Chagpter 3

Chapter with Subtitle +
Author

This is @ subtite for this chapter
JON SMITH

'n avillage of La Mancha, the name of which | have no desire te call to mind,
there lved not long since one of those gentlemen that keep a lance in the
lance-rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound for coursing. An ol-
la of rather more beef than mutton, a salad on most nights, scraps on Sat-
urdays, lentils on Fridays, and & pigecn or so extra on Sundays, made away
with three-quarters of his income. The rest of @ went in a doublet of fine
cloth and vehlet breeches and shoss to match for holidays, while on week-
days he made a brave figure in his best homespun. =e had in his house a
housekeseper past forty, a niece under twenty, and a lad for the field and
market-place, who used to saddle the hack as well as handle the bill-hook.
The age of this gentleman of curs was bordering on fifty; he was of a hardy
hab, spare, gaunt-featured, a very early riser and a great sportsman. They
will have it his surname was Quixada or Quesada (for here there is some dif-
ference of opinion among the authors who write on the subject), although
from reasonable conjectures it seems plain that he was called Quexana.
This, however, is of but little importance to our tale; it will be enough not to
stray a hair's breadth from the truth in the telling of &

You must know, then, that the above-named gentleman whenever he
was at leisure (which was mastly all the year round) gave himself up to read-
ing beeoks of chivalry with such ardour and avidity that he almest entirely
neglected the pursuit of his field-sports, and even the management of his
property; and to such a pitch did his eagerness and infatuation go that
he scld many an acre of tillageland to buy books of chivalry to read, and
brought home as many of them as he could get. But of all there were ncne
he liked so well as those of the famous Feliciano de Silva's composition, for
their lucdity of style and complicated conceits were as pearls in his sight,
particularly when in his reading he came upon courtships and cartels, where
he often found passages like “the reason of the unreason with which my rea-



70 - Sample Book - Feb 21 - Luther

eat. “I would gladly eat a bit of something” said Don Quixote, “for I feel
it would come very seasonably” The day happened to be a Friday, and in
the whole inn there was nothing but some pieces of the fish they call in
Castile “abadejo,” in Andalusia “bacallao,” and in some places “curadillo,”
and in others “troutlet;" so they asked him if he thought he could eat
troutlet, for there was no other fish to give him. “If there be troutlets
enough,” said Don Quixote, “they will be the same thing as a trout; for
it is all one to me whether I am given eight reals in small change or a
piece of eight; moreover, it may be that these troutlets are like veal, which
is better than beef, or kid, which is better than goat. But whatever it be
let it come quickly, for the burden and pressure of arms cannot be borne
without support to the inside.” They laid a table for him at the door of the
inn for the sake of the air, and the host brought him a portion of ill-soaked
and worse cooked stockfish, and a piece of bread as black and mouldy as
his own armour; but a laughable sight it was to see him eating, for having
his helmet on and the beaver up, he could not with his own hands put
anything into his mouth unless some one else placed it there, and this
service one of the ladies rendered him. But to give him anything to drink
was impossible, or would have been so had not the landlord bored a reed,
and putting one end in his mouth poured the wine into him through the
other; all which he bore with patience rather than sever the ribbons of his
helmet.

While this was going on there came up to the inn a sowgelder, who,
as he approached, sounded his reed pipe four or five times, and thereby
completely convinced Don Quixote that he was in some famous castle, and
that they were regaling him with music, and that the stockfish was trout,
the bread the whitest, the wenches ladies, and the landlord the castellan
of the castle; and consequently he held that his enterprise and sally had
been to some purpose. But still it distressed him to think he had not been
dubbed a knight, for it was plain to him he could not lawfully engage in
any adventure without receiving the order of knighthood.

6. Chapter with Subtitle

+ Author
THIS IS A SUBTITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER

John Smith

In a village of La Mancha, the name of which I have no desire to call
to mind, there lived not long since one of those gentlemen that keep a
lance in the lance-rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound
for coursing. An olla of rather more beef than mutton, a salad on most
nights, scraps on Saturdays, lentils on Fridays, and a pigeon or so extra
on Sundays, made away with three-quarters of his income. The rest of it
went in a doublet of fine cloth and velvet breeches and shoes to match
for holidays, while on week-days he made a brave figure in his best
homespun. He had in his house a housekeeper past forty, a niece under
twenty, and a lad for the field and market-place, who used to saddle the
hack as well as handle the bill-hook. The age of this gentleman of ours
was bordering on fifty; he was of a hardy habit, spare, gaunt-featured,
a very early riser and a great sportsman. They will have it his surname
was Quixada or Quesada (for here there is some difference of opinion
among the authors who write on the subject), although from reasonable
conjectures it seems plain that he was called Quexana. This, however, is
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THIS IS A SUBTITLE FOR
THIS CHAPTER

John Smith

In a village of La Mancha, the
name of which I have no desire to
call to mind, there lived not long
since one of those gentlemen that
keep a lance in the lance-rack, an

old buckler, a lean hack, and a
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This is a subtitle for this chapter

John Smith

In a village of La Mancha, the name of which I have
no desire to call to mind, there lived not long since
one of those gentlemen that keep a lance in the lance-
rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound
for coursing. An olla of rather more beef than
mutton, a salad on most nights, scraps on Saturdays,
lentils on Fridays, and a pigeon or so extra on
Sundays, made away with three-quarters of his
income. The rest of it went in a doublet of fine cloth
and velvet breeches and shoes to match for holidays,
while on week-days he made a brave figure in his
best homespun. He had in his house a housekeeper
past forty, a niece under twenty, and a lad for the
field and market-place, who used to saddle the hack
as well as handle the bill-hook. The age of this
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Chapter with Subtitle + Author

This is a subtitle for this chapter

John Smith

In a village of La Mancha, the name of which I have
no desire to call to mind, there lived not long since
one of those gentlemen that keep a lance in the lance-
rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound for
coursing. An olla of rather more beef than mutton, a
salad on most nights, scraps on Saturdays, lentils on
Fridays, and a pigeon or so extra on Sundays, made
away with three-quarters of his income. The rest of it
went in a doublet of fine cloth and velvet breeches
and shoes to match for holidays, while on week-days
he made a brave figure in his best homespun. He had
in his house a housekeeper past forty, a niece under

twenty, and a lad for the field and market-place, who
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THIS IS A SUBTITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER

John Smith

In a village of La Mancha, the name of which I have
no desire to call to mind, there lived not long since
one of those gentlemen that keep a lance in the
lance-rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a
greyhound for coursing. An olla of rather more beef
than mutton, a salad on most nights, scraps on
Saturdays, lentils on Fridays, and a pigeon or so
extra on Sundays, made away with three-quarters
of his income. The rest of it went in a doublet of fine
cloth and velvet breeches and shoes to match for
holidays, while on week-days he made a brave

figure in his best homespun. He had in his house a
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Chapter with Subtitle + Author

This is a subtitle for this chapter

John Smith

In a village of La Mancha, the name of which I have no desire to call to
mind, there lived not long since one of those gentlemen that keep a
lance in the lance-rack, an old buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound for
coursing. An olla of rather more beefthan mutton, a salad on most
nights, scraps on Saturdays, lentils on Fridays, and a pigeon or so extra
on Sundays, made away with three-quarters of his income. The rest of it
went in a doublet of fine cloth and velvet breeches and shoes to match
for holidays, while on week-days he made a brave figure in his best
homespun. He had in his house a housekeeper past forty, a niece under
twenty, and a lad for the field and market-place, who used to saddle the
hack as well as handle the bill-hook. The age of this gentleman of ours
was bordering on fifty; he was of a hardy habit, spare, gaunt-featured, a

very early niser and a great sportsman. They will have it his sumame was
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This is a subtitle for this chapter

John Smith

[n a village of La Mancha, the name
of which I have no desire to call to

mind, there lived not long since one
of those gentlemen that keep a lance
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1. Every book should have a
persistent URL, something like:

http://publisher.com/isbn/title-by-author



http://publisher.com/isbn/title-by-author
http://publisher.com/isbn/title-by-author

2. Every book should live as structured
data online.



3. Every book should make ONIX-like t
level metadata available through ar
open API, eq:

- cover image

- title

- author

- descriptions (one line, 50 words, unlimited)
- keywords

- pub date

- BISG categories

- etc.

op-



so far so good...

actually HarperCollins, Pearson, and

Random House have apis that do
this kind of stuff ...



4. Every book URL should pull in additional
‘external’ metadata -- through APIs from
external services, eqg:

- reviews from "official” sources + review URL

- reviews from readers (goodreads, facebook,
twitter)

- data from libraries/librarians

- external "about the book" URLs (wikipedia etc)
- external "about the author” URLs (wikipedia,
author's web site, etc.)




5. The book should aggregate the
conversation about the book:

- pull in highlights & comments from open
annotation systems (eg Readmill ... and
others who open their data up)... ideally
inked to the occurrence in the text.



6. Allow porous web access to the

book:

- modelled on NYTimes paywall (and Google

Books) ... allow li
readers the abll

Nnks into the content itself, and

ity to read X% before paying.



/. Enable linking from one book to
another book

- even more idedlly, with links to the text in

those books
(which can be built if those books have

APIs).



3. Real time analytics in the back-end

- what is popular & with whom



9. Expose all Tables of Contents ana
Indexes (in structured format) to the
web

- while we are at it, expose: lists of tables,
figures, iImages

- and expose those tables, figures, iImages
as well



10. Provide APl access to all of this



s this hard?



Not if you use a good welb-
based content
management system/
repository



Not if you use a good welb-
based content
management system/
repository

(Ideally an open source one,
ike PressBooksl)
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